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Congressional Reform Initiatives 

• Regulatory Accountability Act of 2017 

 

 

• REINS Act of 2017 

 

 

• Midnight Rules Relief Act of 2017 

 

 

https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr5/BILLS-115hr5rfs.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr26/BILLS-115hr26rfs.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr26/BILLS-115hr26rfs.pdf


Congressional Review Act 

- Remember the basics:   

 

- Limited window for Congress to disapprove major rulemakings 

- Deadline – 180 days 

- No legislative filibuster allowed 

- Used successfully only once prior to 2016 

 

- Trump Era Usage 

- 13 rulemakings reversed (Clean Streams Rule) 

- Over 20 other rules potentially subject to repeal 

- Window has closed for new joint resolutions 

http://rulesatrisk.org/resolutions/


Executive Orders Targeting 

Rulemaking Processes 

• EO 13,771 (Two-For-One) 

 

 

• EO 13,563 (Retrospective Review) 

 

 

• EO on Enforcing the Regulatory Reform Agenda (Feb. 24, 2017) 

 

 

• EO 12,866 – still the primary vehicle 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2017-02-03/pdf/2017-02451.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/02/24/presidential-executive-order-enforcing-regulatory-reform-agenda




Questions?  

Professor Tracy Hester 

University of Houston Law Center 

 

tdheste2@central.uh.edu 

713-743-1152 (office) 
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